Newsletter
April 2020

Dates for the diary:

President’s Report

Next Meetings:

G’day everybody. I hope all the club members are well and
remain so. I have been reviewing my first President’s
message for the Jan – Feb edition of the newsletter. I
mentioned that when planning a trip, some roads and
tracks may be closed so have a plan B. Well it seems I got
that right, but no amount of plan B’s are going to fix this
one. Some of us were lucky enough to get away on our
holiday before the bans came into effect, although in at
least one case it was not the holiday that was originally
planned.
Luke and Craig were very lucky to get across borders
before they were closed or they may have spent 14 days at
each crossing. This may be an idea for an extended trip one
day, 14 days in each state.
A special Hi to John and Debi who now live in a different
part of the country to the rest of us. Hopefully you are
working on the Mount Augustus trip, as it will happen, we
may have to adjust the dates a little though. I am hoping
that travel will be allowed by August/September so we can
still get out there for the wildflowers.
Many of the clubs have announced the suspension of all
operations, but there is little point in that in my mind as,
although the closure of parks, venues and travel prevent
any excursions, we can be ready to go as soon as they are
lifted. In the interim, time for a little maintenance on the
vehicle and camping equipment, and remember that when
we do finally move out, to pack toilet paper.
Please use the club Facebook and email to stay in contact
with other members and tell us how you are getting on.
Anyone who needs some help, please don’t hesitate to ask
and someone may be able to assist.
Keep the fuel tanks topped up and your batteries charged.
See you all on the road (one day soon).

Until further notice all meetings
postponed due to COVID-19
Upcoming Trips:
TBC August 2020 Mt Augustus
Trip Leaders: John & Debi Marten
TBC
26
September
Ravensthorpe
Trip Leader: Tony Allender

2020

8–20 May 2021 Murchison/Carnarvon
Trip Leader: Diane Court

Freedom All Wheel Drive Club is a
family oriented 4WD Club for drivers
of Compact and Standard 4WDs.
Monthly Meetings are held on the
fourth Monday of each month at the
Manning Senior Citizen’s Centre, 3
Downey Drive Manning. Contact us
via email at info@fawdcwa.com

Tony Allender
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Hello Everyone.
I hope no-one has got to the tearing-their-hair-out stage in this
season of quarantine. Initially I couldn’t bring myself to watch any
adventuring videos, but now I’m back at it, watching Flinders
Ranges adventures and vowing to get back there!
Our newsletter will change slightly as we have less trip reports to
present to you. I encourage everyone to send me in pictures of
trips past, and of your first camping trip with the Club. I will start
off with mine this month (it was a cold and stormy night, suddenly
a shot rang out, a pirate ship appeared on the horizon!).
This edition we have a Banana Bread recipe from my friend
Marlene Griffin. This banana bread is famous in my craft group,
and all the ladies want to know how to make it. Please let me know
how you go with yours. We also have a puzzle this month – the
theme is places we’ve been. I hope you enjoy and happy reading!
Diane Court
Newsletter Editor
possumcourt@gmail.com

Member Profile
Jason & Corinna Grima
Vehicle:

Landcruiser 200 (Jason)
Infiniti Q30 (Corinna)

Brief History:
Both Corinna and I are Surveyors, both
with a history of working in open cut &
underground mining, Gas Rigs throughout
Asia, remote geodetic and exploration
work, as well as land development & civil
construction. Now both working for the
Georgiou Group in Tendering (C) and
Business Development & Strategy (J).
Corinna - Born and raised in Kalannie
about 4 hours north east of Perth (just past the black stump and at the end of the grain line in the Mid-West) – a
very small town about wheat & sheep.
Jason - From a Sugar farm in Mena Creek – just south of Innisfail in Far North Queensland (about 17 hours’ drive
north of Brisbane).
Current Personnel: 2 kids (Katelyn – 14 & Nate – 7), live in Regent Waters.
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Interests (Corinna):
Our kids, Hockey, Yoga, Pilates
Interests (Jason): Our kids, Camping,
4wding, Archery, Guitar
Goals: Live on the beach, upgrade the
camper trailer, retire early & travel
Australia, including Cape York, more of
the Pilbara & Kimberley, Litchfield and
the Victorian High Country.
Favourite Family Holiday Spots:
Jurien Bay, WA and Palm Cove, QLD
Most interesting 4WD experiences:
As a Surveyor there have been many, and lucky for us to have been paid to do it!
1. Ora Banda, Western Australia (1997): Searching for a Team Member’s work ute at 11pm at night in the
middle of nowhere. We found it by nearly tripping over it – sunk into the salt pan to the roof….
2. Daintree Rainforest, Queensland (1993): Very wet, slippery mud & rock – A land before time where trees and
Crow’s Nests & Elkhorns of a scale that I have never seen again and likely no one will ever see….
3. Commonwealth Hill, South Australia (1998): Solo, no tracks, following GPS coordinates at 2am in the
morning trying to find a remote Exploration Camp…..Got mugged by Emus that night, trying to steal the food
out of the back of the ute…..
4. Somewhere near Mable Bar (2005): The Pilbara is simply breathtaking…..

Trip Report –2020

Mundaring Powerline Trip
Sunday 15 March 2020
Written by Paul Hemmings
Trip Leader: Paul Hemmings
Seven vehicles set out for the bone
jarring run down the Mundaring
Powerline and travelled some 25km.
At the end of the trip there were no
broken or damaged vehicles and so far
as we could tell, nothing had fallen off
and got left behind on the track.
Five Club members (Paul Hemmings,
Wilhelm Horstmann, Barry and Frances
Section of 25km of track
Price, Ted Litchfield and John and Debi
Marten) and two visitors (Peter
Vince and Domenic Cipro along with his wife Carolyn and their family) travelled from the start point
at the Water Towers in Sawyers Valley and travelled down to Flynn Rd.
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We had arrived earlier than we had
planned and so some of us elected to drive
another section whilst Wilhelm Horstmann
and Barry and Francesca Price decided to
leave us and return home. The next section
of the track was from Flynn Road ending
at Talbot West Road rounding off a great
day for all.
The first section was interesting and
quite challenging for all with the whole
journey in high range. It was noted at the
start of the day that Debi Marten was very
keen to go all the way up a hill on the track
and when I informed her that we would be
travelling up several of them she was
overcome with joy (ahh, the little things
that please people).

Freedom members in convoy

On the second section the track became
decidedly more difficult and I think Ted
Litchfield said something like “terrifying,
but it was all in the mind!”. Ted drove his
Nissan X-Trail over both sections and it
was quite amazing to see where that car
can go.
Domenic Cipro drove his Toyota Hilux
most of the way but for some reason
during the day he decided that his wife
Carolyn could drive his vehicle. We all
watched her negotiate the track with
great care and when we saw her
at the next stop she had a smile that
generated more power that the
overhead powerlines and eyes that were

Lunch time

the size of Jupiter!! What a girl.
Peter Vince was very good and had no
difficulties and whilst he does not have a great
deal of 4WD experience he certainly
looked and talked the part by the end of the
trip. Wilhelm Horstmann is a bit of a dark
horse and needs to be watched on future
trips. Every time we saw a puddle he wanted to
go in and get his DMax wet and we dubbed
him the “hoon” of the trip. Barry and Francesca
Price did really well in their Pajero and
whilst no one got stuck these two people
were ready to help out if needed.
My sincere thanks to Debi and John Marten
for their work as Tail End Charlie. They kept us all in place and

John and Debi on the uphill climb
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made sure no one got lost.
We finished the day well satisfied with
our journey and the distance we travelled.
Some of the group have now put out their
requests for the future and it includes doing
the track in the dark!!.
Regards,
Paul Hemmings
Uphill climb

First Camp with FAWDCWA
Diane – Dwellingup July 2015

Answers:
Header March 2020
Newsletter
Rowan walking along “Helm’s
Deep” aka the breached dam wall at
Dalgaranga Station.

My first camping trip with the Club was Christmas in July 2015 at the Dwellingup Caravan Park.
This was my lightweight trailer at the time. It was my very first time camping and I was completely green.
Mike Stanley in his A-Van was opposite me, Dayne and Linda in their (then) campervan were next to me on
one side and Chrispy in his camper van on the other. It was COLD. Dear Mike (bless him) lent me a small
powered heater and Dayne and Linda let me store my food in their fridge after my Coleman ice-box decided
butter didn’t really need to be kept cold. My best moment from that trip though was when I was reversing
up to hitch-up to go home. Everyone had been really kind and helpful all trip, and Luke was directing me
back to my tow hitch. He kept waving me in and was saying, “She’s really good at this this, I thought she hadn’t
done it before!”. I drove up to the hitch perfectly aligned, and when he was shocked I told I had a reversing
camera. His reply -“Bitch!”
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Creature Report:
Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike (Coracina novaehollandiae)
aka Shufflewing.
Written by Diane Court
As we did not get the chance to observe any WhiteEared Honeyeaters at Hyden after all, I thought I
would feature a bird which we will see at home.
When I’ve been out with bird-watchers they are
always excited to see a Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike
(BFCS). As they are common in my street I
wondered what all the fuss is about. In fact, I have
been hearing a great deal more in the last couple of
months and their numbers have increased this
year, and they have taken up occupancy in my back
yard. They are a common sight in Perth (all the
country really!) especially in lightly wooded areas
and on power lines as you see from the photo
opposite. This image was taken from my front yard
on a windy day.
BFCS have a distinctive flight pattern. They flap their wings, then stop flapping, loose a bit of altitude then flap again, gain
altitude, stop flapping and so on. This creates an undulating (or jerky) flight pattern. When they land they always shuffle
their (rather long) wings a few times before settling down, and this gives rise to their earlier and common name of
Shufflewing. They have a variety of distinctive calls, which I now enjoy hearing in my yard. The most common one I hear is
the contact call (Marc Anderson, fourth call on the list in the hyperlink). BFCSs feed on invertebrates which they sometimes
catch in-flight and other times they will hover in the air whilst catching the invertebrates from foliage and trees. When they
breed they have quite a small nest for a bird their size (wingspan 18-23cm). Both parents build the nest and raise the
young, which fledge in three weeks! I have observed five BFCS (on the power lines) in my front yard being actively chased
off by a larger group of New Holland Honeyeaters.
I hope you manage to sight or hear some Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrikes around your house or in the park when you go for a
walk.
Information sourced from BirdLife Australia, The Australian Bird Guide, CSIRO First Edition , Wikipaedia, Xeno-Canto (Marc Anderson)
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Where Am I?
Answers at end of this newsletter

Recipe: Marlene’s
Famous Banana
Bread
Used with permission: Marlene Griffin,
Concordia Lutheran Craft Group

Ingredients
100 g butter or margarine
1 cup sugar
2 eggs
2 large or 3 small bananas
mashed with 1 tsp Vanilla
1 tsp carb soda dissolved in
2 tbsp milk
1 cup self-raising flour
Method
Cream butter or margarine and
sugar
beat in eggs, one at a time
add banana and the four and soda
mixture. Mix well
Place in 8" deep cake tin. Bake in
moderate oven for 3/4 hour.
Ice with butter icing.
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For Sale:
Stockman Pod trailer
 Includes 9kg gas bottle holder
 extended draw bar
 spare mounted under
 approx 30 litre water tube
 Drop down bench and awning on side
 registered until 21/06/2020








tool box
off road wheels and tyres
Roof rack and bag
lock and chain
2006 build
Gas bottle (full) included

Contact Tony 0418944304.
Contents shown inside trailer not for sale..
Now asking $3900
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We wish happy birthdays to:

Kay McIntosh
28 April
Tony Allender
29 April
Michel Anderson
3 May
Jason Grima
24 May

Not social distancing!
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Puzzle Page
Answers to Where Am I?
Moora

Word Search

Lake Ballard

Melangata Station Easter 2019

(print this page and do manually or DOWNLOAD this file and do in Word)
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Albany
Bakery
Bindoon
Boyagin
Brake
Bridgetown
Byford

Channel Ten
Christmas in July
Convoy
Drive
Dwellingup
Finke
Gnaarla
Jarrahdale

Jaurdi
Julimar
Lost
Melangata
Mia
MundalTrack
Not

Return
Southern Cross
Toodyay
Wandoo
Wedge
Wilbinga
York
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