
 

Dates for the diary:  
 
Next Meetings:  
 

27 July 2020  24 August 2020 

 
Upcoming  Trips:   
 

25 July 2020  Christmas in July Lunch 

Members only 

 

8 ɀ 17 August 2020 Mt Augustus 

Trip Leaders:  John & Debi Marten 
 

30 August 2020 Wandoo Wildflowers 

Trip Leaders:  Michael & Jeanette Tai 
 

26 Sep ɀ 5 Oct  Ravensthorpe 

Trip Leaders:  Tony & Carole Allender 
 

11 October 2020  Moondyne Country 

Trip Leader:  Diane Court 
 

 

 
Freedom All Wheel Drive Club is a 
family oriented 4WD Club for drivers 
of Compact and Standard 4WDs. 

 

Monthly Meetings  are held on the 
fourth Monday of each month at the 
-ÁÎÎÉÎÇ 3ÅÎÉÏÒ #ÉÔÉÚÅÎȭÓ #ÅÎÔÒÅȟ σ 
Downey Drive Manning.  Contact us 
via email at info@fawdcwa.com 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter  

July  2020  
 

 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ  
 

I will be sitting in the Hot Seat for a while until Club Committee 
elections are held at the AGM which will probably be in 
September.   Thanks to Tony for his contribution. 
 

I missed out on both the Boyagin and Julimar day trips but by 
all accounts both trips were well attended and enjoyed by all.  
Thanks to Jason and Barry & Francesca, great job! 
 

I ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÈÏÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ !ÎÄÙ ÁÎÄ ,ÉÎÄÁȭÓ +ÁÒÉÊÉÎÉȾ 
%ØÍÏÕÔÈȾ#ÏÒÁÌ "ÁÙ ÔÒÉÐȢ 7ÉÔÈ $ÅÂÉȭÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÄÅÐÔÈ ÏÆ 
ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÐÅÁÒÌÓ ÏÆ ×ÉÓÄÏÍȟ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÓÃÁÒÙ 
pyrotechÎÉÃ ÓËÉÌÌÓȟ !ÎÄÙȭÓ ÍÅÔÉÃÕÌÏÕÓ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ-
goat like agility negotiating some of the Category 5 Gorge 
ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ,ÉÎÄÁȭÓ ÔÏÐ ÃÌÁÓÓ Ó×ÉÍÓÕÉÔ ÍÏÄÅÌÌÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÔÒÉÐ ÈÁÄ ÉÔ ÁÌÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ Á×ÅÓÏÍÅȢ ) ×ÏÎȭÔ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐȭs  
return from an afternoon of snorkelling at Coral Bay and Andy, 
*ÏÈÎȟ ,ÉÎÄÁ ÁÎÄ $ÅÂÉȭÓ ÏÐÅÎ-air outdoor showers exhibition.  
)ȭÌÌ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȦȦ 
 

Thanks heaps to Andy and Linda, John and Debi for a very 
enjoyable few weeks.  I had a ball. 
 

As international and interstate travel restrictions are not likely 
to be lifted for some time, WA Caravan and Camping activities 
have boomed. Caravan, Camper Trailer and camping 
equipment sales have soared and there is a noticeable increase 
in activity on our roads. Caravan parks are now advising that 
they are fully booked for months ahead, some of the popular 
parks are fully booked up to the end of the year.  Those 
members considering organising trips for next year would be 
advised to start planning early. 
 

I read that the WA Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions (DBCA) are planning to increase the number of 
National Park Campsites by 20% over the next two years.  
Welcome news.  Enjoy the Newsletter and again thanks to 
Diane. 

 
Phil Slowther 
Vice President 
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Snippets from the Edito r   
 
Hello Everyone.  Has anyone else been out camping in this cold, 
×ÅÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÎÄÙ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒȩ  ) ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȦ 4ÈÉÓ 
is a bumper issue with not one, but three Trip Reports. Andy 
ÁÎÄ ,ÉÎÄÁȭÓ +ÁÒÉÊÉÎÉ 4ÒÉÐ ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÂÉÇ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ 
two parts, with Part 1 in this issue and Part 2 concluding in 
August.  We also have an update from Luke and Craig  this 
month as well.   4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ puzzle has some of the same 
ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓ ÁÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ÓÏ ÓÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȢ  )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÉÔ 
ÔÈÏÕÇÈȦ  )ȭÍ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ 
Christmas in July lunch ɀ see you then, and enjoy reading! 
 

 
Diane Court 
Newsletter Editor 
possumcourt@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Member Profile   

Wil  & Sabina Horstmann  
 Izuzu DMax Vehicle:

  (Go the Max!)   
 

)ȭÍ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ South Africa, weird fact, the same 
little town Rowan and Michel are from - Rowan and I 
Iived very close to each other, went to same primary 
school about a year apart and we met the evening of my 
first FAWDCWA meeting.  I am married to Sabina, also a 
confusing one: a South African met a half-Bangladeshi-
half-Hungarian Australian in an Irish pub in Cusco, 
Peru. We now have two boys, Marcus aged 3 and Luca 
nearly one year old. 
 
 )ȭÍ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÆÅ× ÔÈÉÎÇÓ, from agriculture (I 
worked on various farms as farm manager in South 
Africa), touring, and scuba diving.  And a braai, of 
course. And I drive the very dirty DMax.  I also worked 
as an overland tour guide for about 8 years in Southern, 
Eastern and Northern Africa, doing most of the tours 
for a company called Nomad Africa Overland Tour. 
Rowan and Michel might be aware of them, they are 
from the same town. That job made me passionate about travelling and took me through a lot of Africa, 
England, India, and SouÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÅÒÍÁÎÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÎ 0ÅÒÔÈ ÓÉÎÃÅ ςπρτ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÔ ÍÙ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓÈÉÐ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
beginning of the year. 
 
My most interesting trip was in 2012, I was in Zambia, on a road between a town called Chipata and South 
Luangwa which was notoriously bad, and the truck slid on the mud and off the road and got bogged up to the 
diffs. That was a bad one and the company got alternative transport to take the 19 people to South Luangwa 
National Park. Only one Aussie stayed behind to help me to get the truck out  - with  one shovel and a 15L pot 
lid !  After a day of digging black mud the diffs were free and the truck moved 2 metres and sunk again. That 
went on for 4 days ɀ it mÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÑÕÉÃËÅÒ ÉÆ ×Å ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÂÏÇÇÅÄ ρπ 
metres from a Shebeen (unlicensed illegal bar).      
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Trip Report:  Boyagin Rock ɀ 14 June 2020 
Trip  Leader:   Jason Grima        
 
Photos and Report supplied by Jason Grima 
 
 
Ȭ!ÒÅ ×Å ÔÈÅÒÅ ÙÅÔȩ !ÒÅ ×Å ÔÈÅÒÅ ÙÅÔȩ !ÒÅ ×Å ÔÈÅÒÅ ÙÅÔȩ !ÒÅ ×Å ÔÈÅÒÅ ÙÅÔȩȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȱ 

 
Surprisingly, ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÏÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ 
the 14-year-old sitting in the back seat. The success of 
any family adventure is directly related to the 
Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȾ.ÅÇÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ 'ÁÕÇÅȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ 
ÓÁÙÓ Ȱ#ÁÎ ) ÈÁÖÅ Á ÄÒÉÖÅȩȱÏÒ Ȱ#ÁÎ I say something on the 
ÒÁÄÉÏȩȱ 9ÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 
positive. 
 
What a great day, despite the fact that it was wet, dark 
and gloomy - and I was running behind time as the 
leader (sorry folks. We met at the Puma Roadhouse in 
Karagullen for an introduction to the day, check off the 
names and introduce our  
guests to our Club members ɀ an excellent turnout for 
the first event since the COVID Cuffs had been removed. 
We had seven club vehicles with 15 members and their 
families, in addition to five visitor vehicles 
accommodating 17 guests (11 kids in total!). 

    After a false start due to last minute 
nature calls, we hit Brookton Highway 
for the run down to Garrick/Strange 
Road in Jelcobine. With the highway 
done (for now) we enjoyed an easy run 
along the gravel roads before making 
our way into and through the Lupton 
Conservation Reserve. Disappointingly 
(for Chrispy), we failed to lose any 
newbies (promise to try harder next 
time Chris). Once we hit Ricks Road, we 
detoured onto timber tracks that we 
had investigated weeks before and 
pulled up for a break ɀ letting all the 
kids loose on nature and each other. 
 

Back in the cars, the timber tracks then turned to narrow 
bush tracks from the timber leases back through to Ricks 
Road. Once we all got back on the road, it was heading east, 
then south on York-Williams Road until turning east again 
onto more gravel roads heading towards Boyagin Rock ɀ 
though not before a little more fun.  We jumped on the Fire 
Trails off Boyagin Road in West Pingelly which meandered 
through the Boyagin Nature Reserve, before spilling out just 
east oÆ ÔÈÅ "ÏÙÁÇÉÎ 2ÏÃË ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ ÒÏÁÄȢ 3ÉÎÃÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÕÎȟ 
the parking area for the rock has been redeveloped with new 



 

Page 4 of 14 

parking bays, barbeques, new toilets and information area (great), but was a problem for us with the 
size of our contingent ɀ something to be mindful of for future trips.   
 
We all managed to find a spot and after something 
to eat, some chose to relax under the trees while 
others dragged themselves up the rock, whilst 
the kids sprinted (yes - sprinted) to the top. 
Windy, cold, wet, but beautiful ɀ it was worth the 
effort and the kids had a ball. After clambering 
ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÒÏÃË ÓÉÄÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȣ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ȰÓÌÏ×ȱ ÆÏÒ 
the kids) we rounded up the troops who had 
stayed back to hold the fort and made our way 
west on Boyagin Road to close out the trip.   
)ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐ 
given it was my first lead effort. Also to Kay, 
Michel & Rowan for the shuffling and sorting 
prior to   the trip. 

 

 
A big thank you to Tony & Carole as Tail 
End Charlie, and to Rowan for accepting 
the ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ #ÈÁÒÌÉÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȢ )ȭÍ 
looking forward to getting down there 
again sometime soon ɀ plenty of 
unexplored tracks up for consideration 
for future trips.     
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Queensland Update    
 
'ȭÄÁÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ ×Å ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÄÏÉÎÇ 
well!    Craig and I have finally started to 
settle in Brisbane.  )ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÒÏÕÇÈ τ 
months, for everyone I guess, but fancy 
moving from one side of the country to 
other!   Thank goodness that we had 
arranged a rental property to rent before 
leaving Perth.  
 
We arrived in Brisbane and Craig started 
work, that only lasted 4 days before he 
was sent home to work from home for the 
next 3 months.  I secured work in the 
middle of COVID working for a transport 
company on a permanent afternoon shift. 
Very different starting work in the middle of the day but I am certainly enjoying it.   We have done a little 

bit of exploring, we have visited the Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast, 
but we have only just seen the tip of what there is on offer.  
 
For those of you who are interested we are located in Springfield 
Lakes, which is an outer suburb of Ipswich. Brisbane is 
approximately 45 minutes away from us, the Gold Coast, or as the 
locals call it GC, is about 90km from where we are. The Sunshine 
Coast is approximately 150km from us.  
 
Weather has been cold! Yes it gets cold here. We have been wearing 
our track pants, jumpers and Ugg boots. The dogs have settled in 
well.  We are waiting for restrictions to be lifted more so that we can 
start to get out and explore tracks with like-minded people. Glad to 
see that the club is still going strong, and we look forward to reading 
the monthly newsletters to see what you have all been up to. 
Take care and be safe.  
 

Luke and Craig 
Queensland beautiful one day, perfect the next! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Where am I? 
 

The answer is somewhere  
in the newsletter! 
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Answer:  Header  
June 2020 Newsletter    
 
The Holland Track 2016 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
We wish  
happy birthdays to: 
 
 

Neil Harrison  

20August     

       

Zoe  Malatzky    

22August    

 

 

If the person who  
named Walkie Talkies  

named everything:   
 

Stamps ɀ Lickie Stickie 
Defibrillators ɀ Hearty Starty 
Bumble bees ɀ Fuzzy Buzzy 

Pregnancy test ɀ Maybe Baby 
Fork ɀ Stabby Grabby 
Socks ɀ Feetie Heatie 

Hippo ɀ Floatie Bloatie 
Nightmare ɀ Screamy Dreamy 

Camping: 
Where you spend a small fortune to live like a homeless person 
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Trip Report:  Julimar ɀ 5 July 2020 
Trip  Leaders:  Barry  & Franscesca Price 
 
Written by Barry Price 
Photos supplied by Barry Price & Michel Anderson 

 
 
The club gathered just north of Bindoon Bakehaus on Sunday 5 July 
next to an excellent public toilet- a complimentary email has been sent to the Chittering Shire Council. A total 
of 13 vehicles assembled. Ted felt like he was back with the Nissan X-Trail club as there was a total of three 
X-Trails present, more than had been seen for quite a while. No longer lonely, Ted assumed the role of the 
elder statesman for this mini group. 
 
After a briefing and suitably fortified with food and drink from the Bakehaus, the convoy headed north along 
the appropriately named Great Northern Highway. Turning right at Stephens Road the group began a 46 km 
odyssey. Corrugations, cap rock, potholes, gullies, and puddles, presented a variety of surfaces for drivers to 
exercise their skills. The puddles were a variation of Russian roulette as one was not sure what lurked 
beneath the surface. 

 
Morning tea was belatedly 
taken at 1115hrs at the first 
suitable clearing. Several 
servings of cakes made the 
rounds setting back any weight 
loss programs by about a 
month. A big thanks to the chefs 
involved. 
Once back on the trail more 
corrugations and erosion 
gullies made themselves 
known.  At this stage another 
convoy came up behind us.  
Their leader queried if our trip 
leader was driving a gopher as 
the pace was rather slow.  After 
our convoy pulled over to the 
left an assortment of 10 
vehicles (that number had 
repercussions later) passed us. 
 
At the junction of Creek Road 
and Gatling road a serious ditch 
impeded progress. Although it 
had been crossed (cautiously) 
during the reconnaissance the 
previous week it had worsened, 
and the possibility of vehicle 

damage resulted in a detour. Unfortunately, the diversion resulted in temporary disorientation of the trip 
leader. The trip leader soon identified the correct track (courtesy of a Hema HX-1) while the rest of the 
convoy looked on in awe at the display of navigational prowess. Progress continued, albeit slooowly. 
 
Lunch was taken at 1315hrs  in a large clearing. Once again cakes made the rounds which, together with the 
Bakehaus purchases, resulted in a record calorie tally for a day trip and several vehicles with sagging 
suspensions. The lunch area had a steep clay lined depression that looked impossible to traverse. There was 
evidence that some drivers attempted to prove their manhood by trying to do so. 
 


